
Letter of Introduction 
Write a one page letter introducing yourself and sharing your unique personality, your 
interests, your history in school, what excites you about Oceana, and the type of student you 
want to become over the next four years.  If you get stuck, use the sentence starters for 
inspiration. 
  
Format and Instructions: 

● One page typed or neatly written in pen 
● Written in letter format (open with a greeting, “Dear…,” and end with a closing, 

“Sincerely, ________) 
● Proper grammar and spelling 
● Staple your letter to this assignment sheet before turning it in. 

  
Due Date:  Thursday, August 12th, 2019 

  
Writing the Letter: 
Use this handout to structure your letter.  The sentence starters are there to help you answer 
the questions for each paragraph, but you do not have to use them.  Don’t feel confined! 
  
Paragraph One:  Briefly introduce yourself by sharing something that’s interesting about you, 
your name, or anything else that might help your Humanities teacher start to get to know you a 
little bit more. Share one or two observations you’ve made about Oceana from your experience 
shadowing here; alternatively, if you haven’t been here yet, share things you’ve heard about 
Oceana. How do these experiences affect your feelings about the next school year? 
  
Paragraph Two:  Please describe your experiences with school during elementary and middle 
school. What would you say were your strengths and weaknesses in these two school 
environments? What would others have said? Please share a little bit about the content (what 
you learned and how you felt about it) and how you generally felt about K-8 experiences. 
  
Possible Sentence Starters for Paragraph Two: 

● During elementary school, I attended… 
● In my elementary school classes, I… 
● During middle school, I attended… 
● In my middle school classes, I… 
● For me, one of the challenging aspects of school is… 
● One place I often feel successful in school is… 
● I was always told that I... 
● I really appreciated when teachers would say that... 
● I never liked when teachers would say that... 
● It made me proud when other students would... 
● It made me uncomfortable when other students would... 

 
   



Paragraph Three:  Given your new blank slate at Oceana, what type of student would you like to 
be? Knowing that it won’t happen instantly, talk a little bit about the type of growing you need 
to do between now and Graduation Day. What excites you the most about the next four years? 
What concerns do you have? 
  
Possible Sentence Starters for Paragraph Three: 

● I would love to become the type of student / learner that... 
● Because of my past experiences in school, I think I will have to work hard at being... 
● I want to be successful in... 
● My academic goals are to... 
● In order to achieve my goals, I think I should... 
● In order for me to succeed, I think I need to... 
● I hope that I will get to... 
● The thing about starting new here that excites me the most is... 
● I’m concerned because I heard that at Oceana... 

  
Paragraph Four:  What would you like your teacher to know about you that isn’t necessarily 
school related? It’s important to “bring your entire self to the class,” and we want to understand 
and get to know who you are outside of the classroom.  Our interests, talents, hobbies, 
personality quirks, family, friends, challenges and developments in our lives—all these things 
make us who we are, and we want to learn about you and what makes you unique. 
  
  
 


